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throughout 2021 and the second year of the Covid-19 pandemic, 

the West Cork Women Against Violence project continued to provide 

critically important services to women in situations of violence 

throughout West Cork. Although many of our services and supports 

had, during periods of lockdown, to be provided over the phone or 

online, staff of the Project worked throughout the pandemic to ensure 

that adequate supports were available to the hundreds of women and 

children living in, or leaving, violent homes who connected with us.

Whilst the numbers of women using the service in 2021, at 258, 

were very similar to the year before, in many cases women were 

presenting with highly complex situations which required extensive 

levels of support work. this contributed to the 30% rise in overall 

contacts in 2021, with the service engaging in 3,369 contacts with 

clients compared with 2,580 in 2020. the women we supported had 

over 400 children between them.

Despite this increase in demand for its core service, Project staff 

also found time and resources to offer new solutions to some old 

problems. one of the oldest and most intractable problems facing 

women in violent relationships is where to go if you leave. the 

project made two critical steps forward in this regard in 2021.

In mid 2021, we opened the doors to a Safe House which the 

project has been able to purchase using a very generous philanthropic 

donation provided through the Community Foundation Ireland. 

Hiding in plain sight, the house is a comfortable three bedroomed 

semi on a local housing estate providing safe accommodation for a 

woman alone or a mum and several children.

Also in 2021, we saw passing into national policy the DV rent 

supplement, an innovative new approach to securing emergency 

accommodation for women and families seeking to leave a violent 

home. the concept was Initiated by the project as an emergency 

Covid measure in 2020, with the support of Safe Ireland and tusla, 

and in 2021 the DV rent supplement was rolled out, by Minster 

for Social protection, Heather Humphrey, as a permanent initiative 

available nationwide. paid through the Department of Social 

protection, a woman can avail of this emergency rent payment 

simply by presenting a letter from her local DV service confirming 

she is a victim of domestic abuse. the payment is for 3 months and 

can, in certain circumstances, be extended to 6 months. 

Whilst these have been very important developments for 

the project and the women we serve (and further examples 

of the project ‘punching above its weight’) the wider context 

of homelessness in Ireland continues to be a huge challenge 

for the DV sector with a national shortage of both short-term 

emergency and secure long-term accommodation for women 

and families leaving violent homes. Housing related advocacy 

and activity accounted for almost 40% of all advocacy work by 

WCWAV staff in 2021.

Another important service development for WCWAV in 2021 

was the opening of a monthly Sexual Assault outreach Clinic 

in Bantry Hospital for people experiencing sexual abuse or 

violence by the HSe SAtu service in Cork. this initiative was a 

practical measure arising from an important piece of research 

undertaken by the project, in collaboration with the Kerry 

Rape Crisis Centre and tusla’s DSGBV service, over 2020 and 

2021, to determine the extent of sexual abuse and violence 

experienced  by women in West Cork and how to best offer 

services to support women survivors of sexual abuse through 

the psychological, physical and legal impacts of the trauma they 

have experienced. 

this year’s Annual Report again gives a clear and compelling 

overview of the extent of domestic and sexual violence in West 

Cork and the many ways in which the project is supporting women 

and families who experience violence. It also highlights the 

considerable – and greatly valued – funding we receive from our 

main statutory funder, tusla’s Domestic, Sexual and Gender Based 

Violence service, and from the generous people and firms of West 

Cork. In 2021, we received over €15,000 in donations from our 

local community, an increase of almost 70% from the year before. 

I would like to extend my huge appreciation to our extremely 

capable and committed staff team, to my fellow Board members, 

to colleagues in the many local agencies with whom we are 

pleased to collaborate and to the very courageous women and 

families we serve.

Many thanks indeed for your own personal interest in and 

support of our work.

Allison Aldred, Chairperson
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philosophy
West Cork Women Against Violence 

believes that Domestic Violence is both a serious 

crime against women and a dangerous expression of 

gender inequality. We believe all forms of 

Domestic Violence, from the everyday to the 

most extreme expressions, are unacceptable.

mission statement
West Cork Women Against Violence provide a safe and 

confidential listening, information and support service to 

women and their children in West Cork experiencing 

domestic violence, while also challenging social, 

political and judicial tolerance of violence 

against women. 
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• A crisis helpline

• 1-2-1 support and appointments

• Drop-in service

• Outreach service

• Court and other appointment
accompaniment

• Counselling programme

• Free national newsletter,
The West Cork Whisper

• Awareness-raising and training to community
groups, young people and professionals on
domestic violence

• Parenting Programme for women who have
experienced DV

• Children and Young People’s Therapy
 programme

• Safe House - providing temporary
accommodation for women and their children

WCWAV provide the  following services

Board of Management & Staff

our project is run by a voluntary Board of management (VBoM) 

comprised of community representatives and activists, partnership 

organisations, legal , financial and mental health professionals who 

give of their time and commitment freely to ensure the development 

and good governance of the service.

WCWAV has a staff of six – two full time and four part time – who, 

between them, have over 60 years of experience in delivering support 

to women in crisis and in promoting the issues of violence against 

women and gender equality.

In addition, volunteers help in producing, designing and 

distributing the West Cork Whisper as well as helping out with 

fundraising activities.

Board Members

Allison Aldred  
Chairperson 

Kathryn Kingston  
Secretary 

Sheila Anne o’leary  
Treasurer 

Ann Sullivan

Brigid Hartnett

Beth Cocker

Kate Whitford

Fiona o’Driscoll

Marie Wiseman

Caroline Murphy
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As a domestic violence support service, we 

are all too aware of the prevalence of rape in 

abusive and controlling relationships. However, 

over recent years WCWAV had an increasing 

number of women and girls (or their worried 

family members) contact us about incidences of 

rape and sexual assault both within and outside 

of intimate relations. 

Some of the survivors were encouraged 

by Gardai or Gps to contact us. no matter the 

context, the experience of sexual abuse and 

violence are devastating for the victims, and 

even more so when there are no specialist 

services available in West Cork to support them 

through the psychological, physical and legal 

impacts of what has been done to them. this 

prompted us to undertake, with funding and 

direction provided by tusla DSGBV unit, and 

with guidance and advice from our colleagues in 

Kerry Rape and Abuse Centre (KRAC) a research 

project to determine the extent of the problem 

and how best survivors of sexual violence in 

West Cork can be supported. 

Giving sexual violence survivors a voice

the initial research conducted by Dr Caroline 

Crowley from Durrus involved interviews with 

47 agencies, community organisations, health 

and social care services, including Gardai as 

to the prevalence of survivors disclosing their 

experiences and asking for help. It became clear 

that in the absence of a specialist service, Gps 

particularly, Family Resource Centres, addiction 

counsellors, mental health professionals are all 

trying to support individuals as best they can 

with differing levels of success. All are agreed 

that survivors in West Cork need much more 

than what is currently on offer.

A small sample study (5) of survivors agreed 

to interviews conducted by Miriam Ryan, who 

has worked with people who have experienced 

trauma. Survivors, female and male, told of their 

difficulties in getting help, the obstacles and 

challenges they faced living in West Cork with 

no access to specialist support or the lack of 

understanding from some of the professionals 

they reached out to.
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Building a community of supports

Based on what survivors and a wide range of community, 

health, social care and legal services told our researchers, 

the report, ‘We Say It’s not their Fault - We Do nothing to 

Make It easy For them’ proposed a unique model of support 

based on wraparound community services, specialist 

training, education and awareness raising throughout West 

Cork, increased access to sexual forensic services, specific 

therapeutic supports to victims, accompaniment, aftercare 

and ongoing support for as long as the survivors require. 

the aforementioned report is available on our website: 

https://westcorkwomensproject.ie/news/need-and-design-

of-sexual-violence-supports-in-west-cork

SATU outreach clinic in West Cork

In looking at what immediate practical steps could be taken 

to make the experience of survivors a little easier, Dr. laura 

Cullen of Marino primary Care Centre in Bantry and Margo 

noonan lead Forensic nurse at the Sexual Assault treatment 

Unit in Southern Infirmary, Cork were able to introduce an 

outreach Clinic in Bantry for survivors of sexual assault and 

those needing follow-up appointments. Margo noonan, was 

instrumental in getting Clinical Directors within the HSe to 

agree and resource the initiative. the monthly outreach 

service became operational in July 2021.

Stage 2 survey

Caroline Crowley‘s initial research motivated her to develop a 

proposal for another survey- this time of survivors in West Cork. 

Her passion for the work, led her to approach WCWAV to partner  

a second initiative. this time funding was sourced from the Irish 

Human Rights & equality Commission. this new research required 

sensitivity, anonimity and great care to ensure that survivors of 

sexual abuse and violence were given a voice in West Cork. the aim 

was to give them the opportunity to identify from their experiences 

the kind of supports they needed after the violations occurred, when 

they first disclosed and the ongoing supports they still require. After 

enormous preparation and by summer of 2021, a commmunity wide 

publicity campaign was underway to inform and invite survivors to 

participate in utmost confidentiality to the research.

Steering group

over the course of the year and in particular with the 

recommendations arising from the first report which indicated a 

broader, community-wide response to support survivors of sexual 

violence, WCWAV invited a number of key individuals to work with 

us on developing a project based on the findings emanating from 

the research. the Sexual Violence Community Support Steering 

Group was initiated in the Autumn of 2021 and is comprised of 

Marie Mulholland of WCWAV, West Cork Child & Family Support 

network represented by Senior Co-ordinator, Kirstie Smith, Dr 

Caroline Crowley researcher, Margo noonan, SAtu and Dr. laura 

Cullen Gp at Marino primary Care Centre.

the design and delivery of a new sexual violence support service 

for West Cork has begun and will continue over the coming years.

The Sexual 

Violence 

Community 

Support Steering 

Group was 

initiated in the 

Autumn of 2021
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We are glad to report that our Children 

and Young peoples programme is going from 

strength to strength. 

In 2021 despite Covid restrictions eight 

children and young people benefitted from the 

programme. 

Each child/young person was offered ten 

direct therapeutic sessions by one of our 

experienced therapists with an information 

sharing session for Mom at the start and end of 

the block of sessions, and also a review midway 

when appropriate. that is over 100 therapeutic 

hours in total.

our experienced and committed therapists 

include an Art therapist, a play therapist, and 

two talking therapists. We were delighted to 

welcome a new therapist on board in 2021. She is 

Children and Young People’s Programme

a child and adolescent psychotherapist based in 

Clonakilty who came highly recommended to us.  

this year we also used equine therapy for one 

of the children as we felt this was best suited 

to his needs. equine therapy uses horses as 

partners in the therapeutic process.

All referrals come from the mothers we work 

with and the support workers in the project. 

Mothers are recognised as an important part 

of the therapeutic partnership. In fact, the 

programme was set up in response to mothers 

worry about children struggling as a result of 

their lived experience of abuse.

We hope to alleviate at least some of those 

worries. to quote one of the moms. ‘the therapist  

is so lovely with her and  I’m so grateful she (the 

little one) has had the opportunity to do it’.
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Stalking Workshop 
Event 

In november 2021 the project hosted a small, 

Covid friendly workshop on the topic of stalking. 

The workshop was facilitated by Celine Griffin of 

sexualityinsights.ie and eve McDowell, advocate/

survivor/campaigner.  

At our invitation senior members of the 

protective Services unit also attended the 

training. the workshop provided an engaging and 

informative exploration of stalking in Ireland. eve 

shared her story of being a stalking victim, with 

her stalker breaking into her home and attacking 

her roommate with a hammer.  eve’s story showed 

a personal insight into the devasting effects 

stalking can have on a survivor and that during 

eve’s ordeal there was no law against stalking in 

Ireland. eve, along with her fellow stalking victim 

una Ring set up a website, stalking.ie, to help Irish 

people who have dealt with stalking. eve and una 

were also integral in petitioning the government 

for change in legalisation to have a stand alone 

stalking offence.  As of April 2022 Minister for 

Justice Helen Mcentee has secured government 

approval to draft legislation to make stalking and 

non-fatal strangulation standalone offences.

Isnt it ironic…

At the start of 2021, West Cork Women Against 

Violence was proudly announcing that thanks to 

funding obtained from a generous and anonymous 

donor, through Community Foundation Ireland, we 

were about to complete the purchase of a house 

in West Cork to be used for temporary, emergency 

accommodation for women and their 

children needing it. 

By December 2021, WCWAV were given notice 

and evicted from Harbour View, which had 

housed us for 14 years. 

thankfully, after 16 viewings and a lot of 

head scratching, we found temporary 

accommodation. and were able to make 

arrangements to move in the new Year of 2022

2021

839

4,128

2020   

corporate   1,456   

fundraisers    2,831   

individuals   4,875  10,205

9,162    15,172

Donations

in 2021, we received over €15,000 in 

donations. this compares to a little over €9000 

the year before. Although in 2020 there were 

very many generous personal donations, we 

also received some corporate donations as well 

as fundraisers. this year is similar, except that we 

can see a drop in the corporate donations, while 

the number of fundraisers that we benefitted 

from has risen by nearly half (145%); but the 

personal contributions from individual people 

has more than doubled (increased by 209%). 

This is more than money, this is support and 

it’s tangible. These funds help with promoting 

our service, crisis funding for clients in 

emergencies and towards counselling costs.

10 11
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What we learned from our service users 
and the supports they needed: 

Although the numbers of women using the service are 

roughly the same as last year, the complexity of their 

circumstances has given rise to extensive levels of support 

work. the challenges of accessing emergency accommodation, 

the bureaucratic hurdles placed on women in applying for 

housing supports, the use of the courts by abusers to continue 

their regimes of control and harassment, combined with living 

in a remote region with little public transport infrastructure, 

the absence of specialist family law courts while navigating 

their own and children’s health and wellbeing in the midst of 

a pandemic has extracted significant amounts of emotional 

energy from both clients and staff. 

 Face to face sessions with service users dropped from 213 

in 2020 to 115 and the locations in which they took place 

of necessity became more varied and often in safe open 

spaces. Whilst our client numbers remained very close to 

the previous year’s; our overall contacts rose by over 30% 

to 3369 an increase of 789 on 2020.  It is important to note 

that a contact can range from a three minute phone call to an 

eight hour day at court.

12

the service continues 

to be under pressure 

with client work and 

this combined with a 

second year in which 

CoVID restrictions and 

lockdowns loomed large 

has produced some 

changes in the patterns 

of our client contacts 

and numbers.



Service User Pro iles

We had one male caller to the helpline 

who was referred to oSS, an agency that 

works with both male and female victims of 

domestic violence. the majority of our 

contacts came from West Cork, notably 

Bantry (30); Skibbereen (29), Dunmanway 

(20) Clonakilty (17) and Bandon (16) and 

from most of the smaller villages and more 

remotely. We received 13 callers from Cork 

City and 4 from north Cork. only one caller 

came from outside the Republic in northern 

Ireland. In other years, there have been 

contacts from other countries by women 

accessing information as to how to return 

to Ireland but these have noticeably 

reduced, most likely as a consequence of 

CoVID travel restrictions.

 the number of women sourcing support 

around medical needs post- assault 

soared from three in the previous year 

to 20; those experiencing mental health 

issues totalled 46 in comparison to 32 in 

2020; and clients disclosing suicidal 

ideation doubled from 3 to 7, while clients 

with substance abuse issues increased to 

14 in comparison to  8 in the previous year.  

Six clients had a disability.

It is interesting to note that around 10% of 

clients disclosed multiple Adverse 

Childhood experiences (ACes) such as:

• early childhood abuse

• having been raised in a home with 

domestic violence

• experiencing childhood sexual abuse

• a history of being in care as a child. 

other clients may have had ACes present in 

their history but not disclosed.

Court Work

Court accompaniment requests also rose 

by 30%, however with no additional staff to 

meet the increased demand, we were only 

able to fulfil the same number of requests as 

the previous year. the number of cases being 

adjourned continues to be a trend with 23 

adjournments in 2021 and 19 in the previous 

year. the need for support during the court 

process is very often a critical necessity for 

women who use the service. 

two women were supported in taking criminal 

prosecutions for assault and a coercive control 

case is in the process of investigation where 

we supported the client to make the complaint. 

there were four appeals of legal orders, mainly 

relating to access. the ongoing experience of 

limited access to legal aid has forced some 

clients to seek private legal representation at 

enormous cost or to give up on seeking access 

to justice altogether. 
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Accommodation & Advocacy support: 

In 2021, WCWAV supported one woman and 

her 4 children for three months in our newly 

operational Safe House, supported and resourced 

one woman and 3 children for 3 months in a 

Holiday Home offered to the project for emergency 

use during CoVID, paid for one woman to stay 3 

nights in a B&B and for another woman with 4 

children to stay at a hotel for 4 nights.

Advocacy work rose and was needed to assist 

in increasingly complex issues relating to housing 

transfers, appeal processes for accommodation 

and welfare, along with requests for court reports 

and collaboration work with the protective Service 

unit for clients. However, assisting clients to apply 

for HAp, advocating with the County Council for 

emergency accommodation for clients, assisting 

clients to enrol on the Social Housing register, 

helping clients collate the paperwork required for 

all of these processes (including translations for 

women whose paperwork had to be sourced from 

elsewhere in the EU) required significant staffing 

resources and time. the introduction of the DV 

rent supplement for those eligible, alleviated 

some of our workload and eliminated anxiety for 

women in crisis thanks to the co-operation and 

expertise supplied by the CWo who oversaw the 

applications for eligible WCWAV clients, making 

the process painless and efficient.

Housing related advocacy and activity 

accounted for almost 40% of all advocacy work 

by WCWAV personnel.

Conclusions

the need for the services WCWAV provide has 

not diminished. the needs of women using the 

service are increasing in complexity and much 

of that is related to the risk of homelessness 

within an unprecedented housing crisis and 

a court system which is anything but user-

friendly or aware of how it can be used in a war 

of attrition by abusers to continue to harass, 

control and intimidate their victims. Gaslighting 

and coercive control have detrimentally 

impacted on women’s mental health and are 

factors in substance abuse as a means of coping. 

Sexual coercion and rape in abusive intimate 

relationships and historical child sexual abuse 

are now issues which women are increasingly 

disclosing. It is felt that this is due to a wider 

understanding and sympathy for victims of 

sexual violence which is encouraging them to 

name the experiences when they feel safe with 

our support team.   
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With a Little Help from Our Friends:

trying to provide protection and support to women in 

the midst of a pandemic where domestic abuse reached 

epidemic proportions certainly challenged our organisation 

and community. Women desperate to escape their violent and 

controlling partners had so many obstacles to overcome, not 

least how to leave in a lockdown situation and keep themselves 

and their children healthy, but where to turn to find the financial 

means of support to access rented accommodation quickly if it 

could be found. It should be pointed out that the lengthy, overly- 

bureaucratic, paper heavy burden of applying for HAp through the 

County Council office was not reduced or lightened despite the 

prevailing circumstances. In late 2020, WCWAV had put forward 

an idea for a rent payment that could be quickly accessed for 

women seeking to escape DV or stay and continue renting in the 

family home when the abuser had been subject to a barring order. 

A conversation with eoin o’Broin, SF Housing Spokesperson, 

provided the advice as to how to proceed and WCWAV 

brought the idea to the national representative organization 

of DV services, Safe Ireland who were key in developing and 

lobbying the taoiseach to introduce what became the DV Rent 

SuppleMent. to avail of the payment, women need only have an 

advocacy letter from their local DV service to confirm that they 

are victims of domestic abuse. the payment is for 3 months and 

can, in certain circumstances, be extended to 6 months. Although 

a temporary measure during CoVID, the success of the payment 

is being assessed and the result will indicate whether it has the 

potential to a be a permanent option offered by the Department 

of Social protection.

this initiative, although originating with WCWAV, 

became a reality thanks to the support and efforts of a 

number of key players, political representatives and most of 

all our own DV national support organization, Safe Ireland.
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We delivered training to:

Good Shepherd, DV training

Volunteer Centre - Domestic Abuse 
Awareness 

And undertook training in:

Quality Matters - trauma Informed Care

LIT - Certificate in Domestic Abuse and 
Coercive Control

nASC webinar

AVA - Alcohol & DV

Amal Webinar

AVA - Managing effects of Secondary 
trauma

Rachel Williams (SutDA) - lundy Bancroft 
on post Separation Issues

practice principals 

oDVSS - Homicide timeline 
(Jane Monkton Smith)

ag Isteacht & SHep training

Safe Ireland Seminar - Coco’s law

tlC Kidz webinar

Implementing the Charities’ SoRp in your 
Financial Reporting

Mercy law - housing issues & 
representation

techsoup seminar

Communities of practice- Zoom

Go Fund Me 

Stalking Awareness

In Control - Dangerous Relationships  
(Jane Monkton Smith)

Safe Ireland Coercive Control training - 
zoom



Whisper #79 
Introduced readers to:  Fiona lucey, a West Cork 

Solicitor who talked about her links with WCWAV 

and West Cork, there was important information 

on: ‘The Harassment, Harmful Communications 

and Related Offences Act, 2020’ (aka Coco’s law). 

We also gave you a peek into Diane Curtin’s art 

installation on the thematic of domestic abuse 

using beeswax and traditional home items, and 

introduced the research undertaken by Caroline 

Crowley to look at supports for sexual violence 
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statistics 2021

there were 
3396 contacts

an increase of 789 from last year. 

259 individual clients 
were supported 
258 women and 1 man

205 of these were new clients
52 were repeat clients

23 clients phoned about friends/family 
(these are listed as n/A on client details 

as they aren’t experiencing DV)

12 agencies received 
professional support 

19 times

1

survivors in West Cork. Most importantly, we were 

able to announce that we had at last purchased a 

property that we were preparing to get ready to 

use as a Safe House in West Cork

As with all of the issues, West Cork Whisper is 

available on our website at https://

westcorkwomensproject.ie/west-cork-

whisper and you can now scan this 

QR code to subscribe to get it to your 

inbox automatically

Hello this is 
West Cork Women 
Against Violence, 
we are here to help

Hello can I 
speak to someone? 

I need help

19



Leap

2
Schull

5 Skibbereen

29

Clonakilty

17
Rosscarbery

6

Dunmanway

20

Ballineen/ 
Enniskeane

3

Kinsale

3

Cork City

13

Bandon

16

Macroom

6

Kealkil

3

Inchigeelagh

1

Bantry

30

Crosshaven 

1

 Drinagh

3

Ballyvourney 

1

Castletownbere

4

Cape Clear

1

Drimoleague

6

Glengarriff

5

Ballydehob

4

Bere Island

1

Adrigole

1

Union Hall

3

Courtmacsherry

2

Innishannon 

1

3396 contacts 
Court accompaniment ................................46

General accompaniment ...........................11

Face to face ......................................................98

Bantry Office line ....................................1512

Helpline .............................................................68    

Mobile..............................................................319

text ....................................................................518                                                                

letter ...................................................................37             

email .................................................................794

source of 
client contact 
Self referral ...................................................110                                       

unknown ...........................................................42                                             

Friends / Family .............................................16 

Brochure ...............................................................1                                    

Website .................................................................5   
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Location and 
number of contacts

While the majority of contacts came from 

West Cork, we received a number of contacts 

from the following regions:

north Cork ............................................................... 4

Carlow ........................................................................ 1

Clare ........................................................................... 1

Donegal .................................................................... 1

Kerry ........................................................................... 1

limerick .................................................................... 3

thurles ....................................................................... 1

In addition, one contact was from northern 

Ireland. the location of thirty-six contacts 

were unknown.

20

98 face to face 
sessions
Bantry Office Drop In .....................................8    

Bantry Appointments ..................................36

Café .........................................................................9

Resource centre ................................................2

At court..................................................................3

At refuge ...............................................................4

Housing assessments ....................................4

primary Health ..................................................3

Car park .................................................................6

Client house .......................................................6

Hospital ................................................................1

Support group ...................................................2

B&B .........................................................................3

CIS ............................................................................1

Safe House .......................................................10 

113 referrals 
from professionals  

Gardai .....................................................................14          

Counsellor ............................................................12            

Child protection Social Worker ..................11     

Solicitor ..................................................................10         

Womens Aid ...........................................................6          

ex client ....................................................................6        

Community Welfare Officer ............................6        

Family support ......................................................6       

Gp ................................................................................5     

Cuanlee Refuge ....................................................4       

Mental Health Social Worker .........................3    

Cork university Maternity Hospital 
Social Worker .........................................................3       

Citizens Information Service ..........................2      

Redclyffe family hub ..........................................2     

Hospital ....................................................................2      

Court clerk ...............................................................2       

teacher ......................................................................2       

Kerry Rape Crisis Centre ..................................2      

Community projects ...........................................2       

Meitheal / Child & Family Support 
network Coordinator .........................................2       

CAMHS .......................................................................1          

Sexual Assault treatment unit ......................1         

tD .................................................................................1       

Money And Budgeting Service......................1       

Educational Welfare Officer ...........................1          

nASC, Migrant and Rights centre .................1        

West Cork Counselling 
and Support Service ...........................................1      

Direct provision centre .....................................1        

Accountant ..............................................................1         

Victims of crime....................................................1        

Mental Health nurse on ward .......................1



0

340

121
302

121
302020202

170170

0

23

Relation to abuser
unknown ...........................................................18          

Spouse................................................................81                     

ex-spouse ..........................................................  6                         

partner ................................................................32             

ex-partner .........................................................73          

Same sex partner ............................................ 1         

Stranger ............................................................... 1          

n/A........................................................................23        

Son ......................................................................... 9      

Father .................................................................... 6          

Mother .................................................................. 3          

Stepfather ........................................................... 2     

Brother ................................................................. 2        

Sister ..................................................................... 2       

Daughter ............................................................. 2

Duration of abuse: 
I year ....................................................................17

1-2 years ...........................................................23

3-5 years ...........................................................52

6 – 10 years .....................................................33

11 – 15 years ..................................................11

16 – 20 years .................................................... 3

21 – 30 years .................................................... 5

over 30 years ................................................... 9  

unknown ...........................................................83
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170 women

have 419 

children

between them

302 children
are under 
18 years 121 areadult children

39 women 
have no 
children

Children 

21 cases are unknown 

6 women were pregnant

3 families had children who had been 
sexually abused

28 families were involved in social work 
with 5 on risk register, I child in care 

3 families were involved in Meitheals

Child Protection

Child protection discussions 
with team  .................................................. 8

Child protection referrals .................. 3

22371

38

6
14

Types of abuse 
(per contact)
Many women experience more 
than one type of abuse

emotional ..................... 223

physical ............................ 71

Financial .......................... 38 

Sexual ............................... 14

Gaslighting ........................ 6   

Coercive control:  ........ 22    

details about our clients
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Other issues 
presenting
Medical needs ...................................................... 22

Mental health ........................................................ 46

Suicidal ideation .................................................... 7 

Substance use issues: ....................................... 14

Disability .................................................................... 6

Childhood abuse .................................................... 6

early childhood sexual abuse ...................... 15

As children witnessed domestic violence 7

Child to parent violence

DV in prior relationship ...................................... 8

Care history............................................................... 7

Accommodation 
support 
Safe house : one woman and four children for 
three months

Holiday home : one woman and three children 
for three months

B&B: 

a) one woman for three night stay paid
by organisation

b)  one woman and four children
for four night stay

Homelessness
440 clients with 62 children 

(some interchange) 

With friends ............. 15                         

with relatives .......... 15                           

In refuge ....................... 2              

In B&B/ hotel .......... 10 

In psych hospital ...... 5                                 

In direct provision ... 3   

2524

details about our clients

Age Range

under 18 ............................................................. 2

18 to 20 ............................................................... 1

20 to 24 .............................................................14

25 to 29 ............................................................... 7

30 to 34 .............................................................11

35 to 39 .............................................................15

40 to 44 .............................................................15

45 to 49 ............................................................... 8

50 to 54 .............................................................12

55 to 59 .............................................................12

60 to 64 ............................................................... 8

65 to 69 ............................................................... 5

70 +........................................................................ 6

unknown ........................................................120

Accommodation paid by project: 5 clients

11

Race/ethnicity 
u/K ......................................................................... 8

White ................................................................209

Asian ...................................................................... 5

Black African...................................................... 6

Mixed race .......................................................... 4

traveller ............................................................... 4

Legal status
u/K .......................................................................22

Irish Citizen ...................................................165

other eu citizen ............................................27

non- eu Migrant ............................................22

Asylum seeker /Refugee ............................. 4



164
hours*

Court accompaniment
76  court accompaniments requests received, 46 fulfilled.

counselling support
26 women undertook subsidised counselling CYp 

8 children gained access to specialised therapy support
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General 
accompaniment

11 requests from 8 clients
All were fulfilled

Reasons for accompaniment 
Accompany client to SAtu  ..............................1

Accompaniments to court clerks 
office post court ....................................................2

Accompaniment for housing application .1 

Accompaniment to credit union 
to get statements ..................................................1

Accompaniment to B&B ....................................1

Accompaniment with Gardai to 
collect family and bring to Air B&B .............1 

Family collection from refuge 
and take to safe house .......................................1

Accompaniment to give summons papers 
and legal orders post court to Gardai ........1 

Accompaniment to Garda station to make 
statement re breach of legal order  ............1

16.5  
hours*

Advocacy for 
our clients 
41 Advocacy contacts.
25 written and 16 phone.

About legal Aid applications .................... 7 

About Housing applications...................... 6

Housing transfers ........................................... 5

St Vincent de paul .......................................... 6

Community Welfare Officer ....................... 4

Solicitor ................................................................ 3

Court reports ..................................................... 2 

to Housing for accommodation .............. 2

pSu ......................................................................... 1

novas .................................................................... 1

CpSW re signs of safety ............................... 1

ApS re accommodation ................................ 1

HAp......................................................................... 1

Jobseekers appeal ......................................... 1

assistance we have provided
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505 referrals to 
professionals 

Solicitor ..............................................................78         

Garda ...................................................................50      

Court clerk ........................................................46            

legal Aid ............................................................45        

other Domestic Violence project .........47      

Counsellor ........................................................41     

Refuge ................................................................35        

Community Welfare Officer .....................22    

Child protection 
Social Worker ..................................................15    

Gp .........................................................................14     

noVAS ................................................................11       

Citizens Information Service ...................10     

Housing ..............................................................10        

Free legal Advice Centre ..........................10       

Mental Health Social Worker .................... 8      

Dept Social protection ................................. 7     

HAp......................................................................... 7    

Family support ................................................. 6     

St Vincent de paul .........................................  6     

B&B / hotel ........................................................ 5    

Victims after crime ........................................  4

nASC, Migrant and Rights Centre ........... 4       

West Cork Counselling 
and Support Service: ..................................... 4      

Child psychology ............................................ 3          

elder Abuse Social Worker: ........................ 3        

psych Dept ......................................................... 2      

threshold ............................................................ 2   

Mediation ............................................................ 2 

protective Service unit ................................ 2       

Rape Crisis .......................................................... 2         

Domestic Violence Social worker ........... 1      

Homeless persons unit ................................ 1    

Samaritans .......................................................... 1   

national Advocacy service ......................... 1 

financial support  
Safe Ireland funds; three women 

supported : two for legal fund and one 

for counselling 

DV rent supplement:  5 women applied 

and four were successful.

counselling 
support  
26 women undertook subsidised 

counselling

CYP 8 children gained access to

specialised  therapy support 
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income  2021 €  2020 €

tusla core funding 255523 240,523 

other grant funding  24000 -

Tusla once off funding 42628  26,718 

other income 27627 19,690

Amortisation of government grants 10021 221

 359,800 287,152

expenses  2021 €  2020 €

Wages & salaries 205,737 181,813 

Social welfare costs 22,500 19,695 

Staff defined contribution pension costs 12,330 11,209 

Staff training and support 2544 1,193 

Board expenses and training 613 25 

Rent & rates 19,973 18,550 

Insurance 1,698 1,633 

light and heat 2,747 1,616 

Repairs & maintenance 4,871 1,584 

Covid related expenses  3,650 4,179 

Office expenses 2,418 4,509 

Client database  2,720 3,400 

Advertising 1,236 1,301 

telephone 4,996 4,955 

Computer costs 990 797 

Staff travel expenses 7,701 2,978 

professional fees 1,227 1,223 

Accountancy 1476 - 

Bank charges 232 268 

General expenses 1,835 538 

Client support expenses 2,033 390 

Client support 12,535 7,595

other programme costs  49,961 13,014 

Subscriptions  280 723 

Auditor’s remuneration  1,845 1,784 

Depreciation  10,447 647 

  378,596 285,619

Net (deficit)/surplus  -18796 1,533 
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finance 2021

the following has been taken 

from: West Cork Women Against 

Violence ltd (a company limited 

by guarantee without a share capital) 

supplementary information relating to the 

financial statementsdetailed income and 

expenditure account for the year ended 

31st December 2021.

the supplementary information does not 
form part of the audited financial 

statements



published by West Cork Women Against Violence Project 

at Wolfe Tone Square, Bantry Co. Cork P75 TN96 

www.westcorkwomensproject.ie   

email: admin@westcorkwomensproject.ie  

Our thanks

West Cork Women Against Violence wish to 
thank the following people and organisations: 

An Garda Síochána, West Cork Division
the Community Foundation for Ireland, for making 

the  possibility of a Safe house in West Cork a 
reality. And to our good friend and colleague 
Dr Caroline Crowley for her support, insight 

and continued expertise. 

All who have donated, organised a fundraiser 
and generally helped to keep us afloat, 

to Dairine Cross , tusla regional coordinator 
for DV for her support and assistance 

And to all of our partner organisations in the 
statutory, community and voluntary sectors, 

tHAnK You

And as ever to our volunteers and supporters, 

we couldn’t do it without you

Marie Mulholland,  Co-ordinator




